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Non-commun icab le  d iseases are  the wor ld 's  la rgest  

k i l le r .  G loba l l y ,  70% o f  deaths a re  caused by non -

commun icab le  d iseases.  They a re  cance r,  hea rt  

d isease,  d iabe tes ,  lung  d isease,  and  menta l  

i l l nesses.  NCDs k i l l  abou t  41  mi l l ion  peop le  eve ry  

year,  tha t ’s   the s ize  o f  Ca l i fo rn ia  be ing  w iped out  

each  year .  These deaths  occu r in  the  work ing  age  

g roup so i t ' s  mo the rs,  i t  is  fa the rs  that  can  no  

longer p rov ide fo r  the i r  fami l ies.  In  many  count r ies 

non-commun icab le  d iseases dep ressed economies 

by 5  to  10% o f  the GDP. We bas ica l ly  w i th  th is  

G loba l  recess ion  eve ry  s ing le  year  because o f  

ch ron ic  d iseases .  70% of  non -commun icab le  

d iseases  can be p reven ted f rom po l i c ies,  l i f es ty le  

in terven t ions,  ea r ly  dete ct ion ,  and p r imary  ca re  and 

t reatmen t ,  but  on ly  2% of  the  ass is tance fo r  he lp  



goes  towards and NCDs.  We rea l l y  have  a  s low -

mot ion economic d isaste r  w i th  non -commun icab le  

d iseases  and  th is  i s  where  the  Hea l th  F inance 

Ins t i tu te  comes in .  

 

The Heal th  F inance  Inst i t u te  i s  a  fema le - led 

o rgan iza t ion w i th  the g loba l  v is ion  to  tack le  the  

underf inanc ing  o f  non -commun icab le  d iseases.  We 

see NCDs as nobody chooses  d isease.  We asp i re  to  

be  the f i rs t -eve r g loba l  b lended f inance pa r tne rsh ip  

to  c lose  the inves tment  gap  fo r  NCDs.  So  NCDs 

don ' t  rece ive the a t tent ion  they deserve  because 

t he re  a re  a  lo t  o f  myths a round  them: i t ’ s  you r fau l t  

t ha t  you have an NCD, why don ' t  you  eat  hea l th ie r ,  

why don ' t  you  s top d r ink ing ,  why don ' t  you stop  

smok ing.   Bu t  in  fac t  ou r po l i c ies,  ou r env i ronments,  

and ou r  soc ia l  con tex t  impac t  these ch ron ic  

d iseases  way  more.  Ano the r myth  is  tha t  NCDs a re  



rea l l y  on ly  a  d isease  o f  the r i ch ,  but  tha t  is  no t  the 

case.  We a t  HFI  a re  t ry ing to  c lose th is  knowledge  

gap a round NCDs and  exp la in  why  NCDs shou ld  be 

inves ted  in .   

 

NCDs have k ind o f  fa l len  in to  the  c racks .  We need  

to  sh i f t  the  needle  and focus on the new e lemen ts  

o f  hea l th .  Hav ing been in  the  f ie ld  fo r  about  10  

yea rs ,  understand ing the economics,  understand ing 

the p laye rs,  and understand ing  what  we can o f fe r  

d i f fe ren t ly  insp i red  the founda t ion o f  the Heal th  

F inance Ins t i tu te .  We rea l l y  wan t  to  o f fe r  a  so lu t ion  

that  has impact  and is  a lso  f inanc ia l ly  susta inab le .  

  

Wha t  we  a re  ta lk ing  about  i s  br ing ing toge the r 

gove rnments w i th  the  p r iva te  sector  a nd  

in ternat iona l  o rgan iza t ions  to  p layers l i ke  ou rs  to  

set  up a  s t ructu re  tha t  can  ac tua l l y  bu i ld  upon  the 



bus iness  cases and f ind  f inanc ia l  so lu t ions.  So  what  

you are  ta lk ing  abou t  i s  in terna t iona l  b lended  

f inance st ructu res.  Exac t ly .   

 

B lended F inance  is  a  so lu t ion  where you  combine 

cap i ta l  f rom d i f fe rent  p laye rs  to  reduce  each 

p laye r 's  r i sk.  Pub l ic ,  p r i va te ,  ph i lan th ropy comes 

togethe r and f inances  so lu t ions tha t  have the  

g rea test  hea l th  impac t  and somet imes  a  f inancia l  

re tu rn .  

 

I f  we  do not  do any th ing abou t  NCDs now,  the  cost  

o f  inact ion  wi l l  be  about  $47 t r i l l ion .  I f  we  were to  

inves t  in  p revent ion  we cou ld  save  over  8  m i l l ion  

l i ves,  incent ives  b i l l ions  o f  do l la rs  o f  g rowth i f  we 

just  invest  in  wha t  we know and ge t  more  

ph i lan th rop ies and impact  inves t o rs  to  ca re .  Heal th  

i s  one  o f  the  key  ing red ien ts to  eve ryone  reach ing 



t he i r  fu l l  po tent ia l .  That  i s  the  core  o f  wha t  we are  

and wha t  we want  to  ach ieve .   


